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COMPETITIVENESS CLUSTERS
IN FRANCE





What exactly is 
a competitiveness
cluster?

T he aim of a competitiveness cluster
is to concentrate at the same
location, the talent incorporated

within public and private research units,
teaching facilities and the expertise of
business enterprises, in order to
establish working relationships which
develop a cooperation environment and
promote partnerships within innovative
projects. Researchers and enterprises
are mobilised, within a public/private
partnership, to work on new projects,
resulting in innovative advances,
economic efficiency and job creation, and
which should enable those players
involved to attain leading positions in
their field.

There are 4 key elements for a successful
cluster:

a common development strategy
strong partnerships between the
various players
concentration on highly marketable
technologies
international visibility

What advantages
can a
competitiveness
cluster offer?

Working partnerships and a shared
vision constitute a source of
innovation and economic appeal.

A French competitiveness cluster is an
organisation which brings together the
best players in their field, small or large,
where each participant can benefit from
access to the following:

leading players in their field
best-of-breed researchers
qualified staff
public financial support driving
innovative R&D, and innovation
projects under the best possible
conditions.

Moreover, due to their international
vocation, the competitiveness clusters
enable :

the investments by companies in
order to benefit from this unique
technological environment
the creation of international research
teams
the development of technological
partnerships between companies and
research centres with foreign
clusters.

The French government expects that,
within these clusters, the participants
will have a common vision and will create
relevant networks. The main advantage
of such clusters is not only  governemental
financing for R&D  projects: it is also an
ability to work in partnership and the
resulting collective profile for the
cluster's actors . The competitiveness
clusters must therefore develop a common
strategic vision and seek for promote an
international exposure.

Research
centers

Enterprises

Training 
organizations

STRUCTURE

COMPETITIVENESS CLUSTERS IN FRANCE

WHY DID THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT DECIDE TO CREATE

COMPETITIVENESS CLUSTERS?
In order to stimulate the French economy, the French government decided to
group together public and private players in innovative sectors in order to
strengthen the competitive force of French companies.



Which is the
technology focus
in world class
competitiveness
clusters ?

Transport

T he Midi-Pyrenees and Aquitaine
aerospace cluster (1). The cluster is
a world leader in making +100 seat

airplanes, including the Airbus plants that
assemble the A380, high-quality aviation,
helicopter turbines, and landing gear. It is
also a European leader in satellites,
remote detection and earth observation,
as well as onboard systems for all types
of transport.

The Nord-Pas de Calais I-Trans rail
transport cluster (2) brings together 60%
of French rolling stock production, with
some fourty enterprises including such
major integrators as Alstom, Bombardier
and Arbel-Fauvet-Rail. Its marquee
project is the creation of the largest
European center for rail tests, and one of
its key projects is the development of
transport intermodality.

The Normandy and Paris Region “Movéo”
Cluster (16), aims to develop safe
automotive and public transport systems
for the user and the environment. It is
based around the major groups in this
sector (PSA, Renault, Valéo, Siemens and
Total) and a significant number of small
and medium sized companies ; its main
strategies include energy and propulsion
systems, the environment and life cycle,
safety, mobility and services.

The Brittany region “Seanergie” (3) and
the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur “Sea,
Safety and Security” clusters (4) are prin-
cipally dedicated to maritime safety and
security, engineering, maintenance and
shipyard services, leveraging marine
energy sources, recycling marine biolog-
ical resources, environment concerns
and coastal engineering. 
These two geographical clusters also
concentrate almost all France’s naval
tests.

Biotechnology and
Healthcare

T he “Medicen Paris Region” cluster
(5) brings together nearly a thousand
enterprises, as well as hospitals and

research centers such as the Pasteur
Institute, the Evry Génopole and the
Atomic Energy Center (CEA) bio-
technologies labs. It specializes in
infectious, central nervous system and eye
diseases, as well as oncology (the Gustave
Roussy Institute). This cluster is at the
technological cutting edge of medical
imaging, and molecular and cell medicine.

“Lyonbiopôle” cluster (6) specializes in
infections diseases and medical diagnosis
products. It converges some 450 large
enterprises (Biomérieux, Sanofi-Pasteur,
Roche, and Merial) as well as innovative
SMES. French scientists are working in
the cluster’s P4 laboratory on such critical
concerns as the Ebola virus.

The “Therapeutic Innovations” cluster in
Alsace (7) focuses on the drug industry,
biotechnologies and medical instruments.
As part of the three-nation Biovalley
partnership, it has already joined forces
with neighboring Swiss and German
companies.



IT, images and network

T he Rhône-Alpes “Minalogic” clus-
ter (8) specializes in nano-technolo-
gies and miniature intelligent

solutions based on micro-electronics and
software, grouped around the CEA-LETI
center and STMicroelectronics in Crolles.
The greater Grenoble region forms an
innovation ecosystem that in the past five
years has been a European leader in its
sector, powered by the alliance between
STMicrolectronics, Motorola, Philips and a
large number of innovative start-ups. 

The Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur “Secure
Communication Solutions” cluster (9)
specializes in software solutions and
microchips for secure data exchange,
bringing together a hundred enterprises
including Alcatel, Gemplus, IBM, Hewlett
Packard, Philips, and STMicroelectronics.
The world’s first smart card was produced
here.

The “System@tic Paris-Région” cluster
(10) focuses on complex electronic systems
for guiding, supervising, regulating and
controlling sophisticated installations that
underpin a nation’s economy. It covers
issues in commerce, finance, health, safe-
ty, transport and energy. Thales is the mar-
quee enterprise here, and the cluster has
developed onboard electronics for a broad
range of airplanes.

The "Image, Multimedia and Digital
Lifestyle" cluster in the Paris region (11)
specializes in the production, processing
and dissemination of digital content. It
works in the worlds of cinema, video
games, music and multimedia services,
as well as knowledge management.

The Brittany "Images and Networks" 
cluster (12) is specialised in the digitiza-
tion and broadcasting of images, and
concentrates on the markets for digital
and terrestrial TV, the Internet and mobile 
television. Its research agenda is focused
on the convergence of broadcasting, tele-
coms and new technologies.

Bio-Agronomics 

T he Champagne-Ardennes and
P i ca rd i e “ I n d u st r y a n d A g r i -
resources” cluster (13) targets the

development of new products based on
the innovative competitive and industrial
exploitation of plant components. This
includes plant refinery concept, bio-fuels
and bio-lubricants, cosmetics, pharma-
ceuticals and chemicals. 
The goal is to address society’s demand
for renewable products, environmentally-
safe procedures, and methods that
reduce climate-change.
“The specialized plant” cluster in the
Loire Valley (14) focuses on genomics and
the production of high value-added seeds,
trees, flowers and aromatic plants.

Chemicals

T he Rhône-Alpes “Chemicals-
Environment” cluster (15) aims to
become a leader in the eco-design of

chemical products in Europe. It draws on
the competencies of major local
industries such as Arkema, IFP, Rhodia
and Suez.



THE NEW FRANCE. WHERE THE SMART MONEY GOES.

Se
pt

em
br

e 
20

06
 –

 O
n 

Co
ve

r 
: ©

 D
.R

. ©
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

e 
– 

Pa
ge

 2
 : 

©
 C

hr
is

te
l S

as
so

 –
 P

ag
e 

3 
: ©

 C
EA

 –
 P

ag
e 

4 
: ©

 C
irc

om
/P

.V
ed

ru
ne

 ©
 G

et
ty

 im
ag

es
/B

le
nd

For further information on:

French Competitiveness Clusters 
The sectors involved
How to locate to a cluster?
Financial support

Please contact
The French Ministry for Economy, Finance and Industry
www.industrie.gouv.fr or www.competitivite.gouv.fr
contact-poles@industrie.gouv.fr

French economic missions abroad
www.missioneco.org

The Invest in France Agency 
www.investinfrance.org

The Ministry of the Interior 
www.diact.gouv.fr or www.interior.gouv.fr 

The Ministry for Further Education and Research
www.recherche.gouv.fr

Click on
www.competitivite.gouv.fr 


